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NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS 



HECTOR'S CHARIOTEER 

In Classical Philology, VI (1911), 37-47, Mr. A. Shewan discussed the 
arguments by which Wilamowitz tried to prove that ® of the Iliad was 
composed late, and "as a bridge between H and A." Mr. Shewan confined 
himself to rebuttal. I wish to call attention to a bit of positive evidence 
that © is presupposed not only in M and N but also in A and II. 

At the climax of the Patrocleia the death of Patroclus follows immediately 
upon that of Cebriones, Hector's brother and charioteer, whom Patroclus 
has slain (II 737 ff.). That the poet's audience is familiar with the name 
of Cebriones and the capacity in which he is acting is clear from II 727 f., 

K.ej3pt6vr) 8' (Ki\ev(rt 8at<ppovi <£ai'8i/xos 'ExTtop 
lirirovs «s irdAe/tov TTtTr\-qyip.a>. 

At what point in the story is Cebriones introduced ? Let us trace backward 
the few references to him. At N 790 he is on foot with Hector and Pouly- 
damas in the center of the battle. Why he has left the chariot we learn 
from M 91 f . : Hector and Poulydamas, on the advice of the latter, leave the 
chariots behind, and lead one of the five divisions of Trojans against the 
Wall, 

Kai <r<ptv K.t/3pt6vr)S rpiros eiirero. irap 8" ap' 5)(t<T<piv 

aXXov Keftpiovao xtpaova KaXXitrtv "EKTtop. 

(This "weaker man" is in charge of Hector's chariot at H 431.) Again at 
A 521 f. familiarity with the name of Hector's charioteer is taken for granted: 

KeySpidvjjs Si Tpoias opivopLevovs (vor/crtv 

"EKTopt. irapftefiatos (i.e., in his chariot, cf. vss. 503, 527 ff.). 

The only other passage in which Cebriones is mentioned is © 318 f. : Hector 
has already lost two charioteers in succession, Eniopeus (© 119 ff.) and 
Archeptolemus (© 312 ff.) : 

K.t/3ptovr)V 8' «K«Aewev a8e\<pebv eyyvs iovra 
Iwirmv ijn' <X«v' 6 8' op' ovk air(6r)(rtv oucowas. 

The foregoing are all the references in the Iliad either to Cebriones or to a 
charioteer of Hector. In the first day's battle, with the exception of two 
passages (E 494, Z 103), in which he leaps to the ground from his chariot, 
Hector is represented as fighting on foot, and after the death of Patroclus 
he sends his chariot back to the city with his armor (P 130 f., 189 ff.). From 
this time until his death it is not mentioned (van Leeuwen on II 734). But 
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from ® to P it is kept continually before our eyes. And as B T show Hector 
to us as general, Z as son and husband, and H as single champion, so ® 
introduces him as a "bold driver" (vss. 88 ff.), describes the care bestowed 
on his horses by Andromache (vss. 186 ff.), and names the warrior who on 
Hector's brief day of glory, the third day's battle, is to act as his charioteer. 
The fact that in A, M, N, and II a knowledge of the name of Hector's 
charioteer is taken for granted, and that this knowledge was gained in ® 
is worth adding to the rapidly increasing pile of evidence that the Iliad is 
of a single warp and woof, rather than a patchwork, and that © cannot be 
taken away without leaving some ragged ends in the later books. 

The objection may be made that the originality of each of the passages 
which we have cited from A, M, N, and II has been challenged by some 
modern scholar, although by none of the ancient critics. We do not think 
it necessary to answer this objection at present since about four-fifths of 
the Iliad has suffered in this way during the past century. We only note 
a remarkable case of oscitancy on the part of Duntzer in his argument for 
the rejection of A 521-43 (Homerische Abhandlungen, p. 69). Duntzer asks 
how it happens that we find Hector in his chariot at this point, whereas at 
vss. 295 ff. he was on foot, as he is again at M 40. Of course a careful 
reading of the poem would have given the answer: at A 359 f. the poet 
tells us that Hector mounted his chariot again, 

ai/f £S $i<f>pov opowos 
i^iXad' is irXrjOw, 

and at M 81 we learn that he was not on foot but in his chariot at M 40. 
An equally careful and sympathetic reading of the Iliad will remove, we 
think, the other objections to the passages under discussion. Certainly 
if © were one of the latest expansions it is hard to conceive how a diaskeuast 
or the wretched centoist whom the critics assume to have been the com- 
poser of ©, should have taken the pains to refer so consistently to a minor 
character like Cebriones four times before his death at II 737 ff. 

Samuel E. Bassett 
University of Vermont 



ON POLYBIUS xxi. 5. 6 

ayaOol yap ol woXXol tv>v avOpmwiov ovk in rutv Kara. \6yov, dW €K tuiv 
o-vp./$aiv6vr<ov iroieitrOai ras Siakytj/tK- 

Ernesti in his Lexicon Polybianum interprets '"amant, solent judicare.' 
Nisi ita intelligendum non sunt habiles ad judicandum ex eo quod rationi 
est consentaneum, sed tantum ex eventu." The second suggestion is very 
harsh in view of the position of the ovk, and it will not be easy to find parallels 
for the first. Polybius is a slovenly writer, and may have extended ayaOo? 



